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"To primitive man," says an English wri t e r ,  Miss Cicely M. Botley, :Itone 

of  the  most surprising f a c t s  in nature was tha t  air ,  one of the gent les t  and most 

impalpable of natural objects ,  could also be one of the strongeflt and most de6 

structive'. 

the tree-tops in  t h e i r  fury ,  w i t h  the r a in  fo r  t h e i r  garments, but, when their work 

i s  dbno, assume the  form o f  new-born babes. 

So we have the Hindu tale of the  Mmuts, or rcrushers,1 who rage over 

!'The veird shrieke of  the wind have given r i s e  to  many a w i l d  tale. The 

peasants of med.iaeval England hoard the wailing of unbaptized chi ldren i n  the wind, 

and the Tyrolese t e l l  of the 'poor soulst in the autumn storms. %roughout the 

Teutonic r o r l d  there ihr the t a l e  of the M i l d  hunt' of Epir i ts  ruehing howling 

through the air  on stormy nights.  

been associated with Christmas i n  Germany, and i n  Iceland it i s  ca l led  the Yule 

host ,  

Since the seventeenth century, at l e a s t ,  it has 

"Often the o ld  Teutonic wind-god Wodon i s  the  leader of the 'wild hunt, '  

and i n  Norway it vas once believed that  the old Norse god0 made war on Christian8 

on Christmas eve, coming dorm f r o m  tho mountains aith wild ehrieks and great blasts 

of wind, and carrying off any unauspecting mortal.t1 
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